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BALLOT-TESTS EXPOSED. 


During u ""bullot-test" seanco ab the 
meeliug of the Hurmevial Spiritualists 
of Los Angeles, on the evening of 
December 2th, 1 went to the platform 
ii response to a request by the medium, 
Mrs. Freitag, who desired sorne skeptic 
in the nudiezce to find a "ballot" 
which the raps indicated was on the 
table. While hunting for It I kept the 
“ballota” ont of sight of Mrs. Freitag. 
uol concealment was objected to by 
lier, and T was not permiuted to give 
the audience any ressou for my action. 
J therefore take this method. of reach- 
ibg a larger audience—the publie: 

T am a Spiritualist, and formerly E 
Iad fall eonfidence tn the honesty of 
Mrs. Freitag, but for some months past 
I huve belleved she uses trickery in 
connection with her “ballot” teste. To 
satisfy myself I closely watched her 
movements on the platform, and 
observed that she hne many devices. 
some of which are ns follows: 

Plasing one hand on the table, appar- 
ently for support, she fingers tne 
ballots, diverting attention from what 
she ia dolng by talking. She opens a 
ballot without looking at it. Then, on 
one pretense or another, she inelines 
her head to the table, sometimes (ro 
slie says) to liston to a spirit voice, or 
to Jook at the movements of a spirit 
hand, In that position she reads the 
open ballot. Then she is ready to 
announce a name to the audience, and 
ask m spirit: "Is n ballot containing 
your nume on the table?" (!bree raps, 
of course.) While this little by-play is 
yoiug on she refolds the "ballot" aud 
turns down a corner, or otherwise so 
folds it that she cau readily recognize 
it. While giving one message she 
opens another “ballot! for tbe next, 
Jn ease she intends to “find” the 
“ballot” herself, she leaves it on the 
table. Sometimes she drops it ou the 
floor, or shoves it, with two or three 


others, off from the table; it is found, 
by spirit direetion, greatly to the satis: 
faction of the mystified spectators, 
She plays this dodge less frequently 
now than she did a year or two ago. 

When she thinks best to all a ske] 
tie to make the Seureh, she nsually, 
not always, plays the palming triek, 
the sume she tried upon me Sunday 
evening, deceiving the audience but 
not deceiving me. 

While 1 was separating the folded 
papers into piles, Mrs. Freitag, as 
usual, assisted, When she extended 
her hands over the ballots I perceived 
that the third and fourth fingors of her 
right hand were closed agalust the 
palm, as if-holding something, and, 
watehing her Closely, I saw her opon 
her fingers aud drop a "ballo? on one 
of the piles. J distinotly saw & aa (t 
fel. There can be no mistake ju that 
fact, ] testify to its absolute certainty. 
Ou asking in which pile the “ballet” 
could be found, thy raps indicated the 
pile on which I suw her drop the 
paper. 

I said nothing when she dropped the 
“ballot,” because I wished to prove to 
the audlenee that Mrs, Preitag—not 
the &pirits—located the "ballot." ‘To 
prevent. her from meing it I covered 
the pile with a handkerchief. I then 
withdrew a “ballot,” holding it in such 
position that the audience could ace it, 
but the medium could not, One rap 
Siidicated "No," and I put the rejected 
ballot in my pocket, ‘The medium 
asked me to place it on the table, T 
replied, "I will after the ballot is 
located.” I then drew out, oue after 
another, several ballots, the response 
in each case being "N: ind. put them 
in my pocket. 'The medium again 
objected, and the ehairman joined iu 
the protest against the retention by me 
of the ballots. | persisted in keeping 
them concealed from the medium be. 
cause all of the “ballota? in iny pocket 
having been rejected by the spirit, it 
certainly could make no difference to 


the mediam whether they were in my 
pocket or not, while, if returned to the 
table, where the medium could see and 
recognize the one opened by her, she 
could easily have the raps affirm thata 
mistake bud been made, and correct it, 
thus defeating my effort to show that 
the medium and not the spirit, located 
the "ballots." 

"Thé chairman seserted that the re- 
tention of the ballots broke tha ''condi- 
tions.” [ haye for many years made 
the conditions requisite for spirit man- 
ifestations a study, aud know that no 
“eonditions? were broken excepting 
such ak are necesyary for the practice 
of fraud. Some persons in the sudi- 
enee who sided with (he medium made 
so much noise that my voice could not 
be heard, and I bad no opportunity to 
stuto what I- had witnessed, and. de» 
nounce the fraud as I desired to do. 
Amid criexof “Put hitu out!” “Go ou!" 
etc, Mn. Freitag said she would 
answer the question without fluding 
the ballot, which sbe did, and the 
answer was acknowledged ws correct 
by Mr. Collins, the gentleman who 
wrote the ballot. E then returned the 
rejected ballots to the table, nud took 
wy seat, 

‘As soon as the ballots were exposed 
(o the scrutiny of the medium, she 
asked Mr, Collins to come forward aud 
find hls ballot. After taking up sov- 
eral, to cach of which the raps respond- 
ed “No,” Mr, Collins took up one 
which was rolled iuto smell compass, 
and immediately affirmative raps were 
made. Mr. Collins zaid, “Phat is not 
my ballot,’ and be took a note book 
from lits pocket aud tore out a leaf to 
show what bis ballot was Jike, The 
medium Lustisted that the ballot was 
his, and, ou unrolling it, Mr. Collins 
found her assertion correct, and so 


acknowledged, He had falled to recog- , 


nize it as hls because it wus not folded 
when found as it was when it eft his 
hands. He did not state this Importaut 
fact to the audience, but he admitted it 
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to me nt the elose of the meeting. 

‘The impression left on the audience 
was favorable ta the medium Leenuse 
most of these present did not under- 
stand the facts, nor did they show any 
desire to understand them. No wonder, 

“under sueh cicumstances, that thelr 
judgment did not^eoneide with my 
knowledge If they and the directors 
of the society will insist upon text eon- 
ditlons, they will soon have occasion 
to change their opinion, Lustead of so 
arranging the ball that the medium 
looks down on the audience, let the 
audienee Jook down on the median; 
then place (be "ballotw" on a table so 
low that the the spectators can clearly 
see Lhe top of iL. When ballots are 
picked up by a “Skeptic,” require 
the medium to turn her back to the 
table, If the spirits are Chere and the 
rapa are genuine it cannot be necessary 
for the medium to watch for paper 
wads or ballots witha corner turned 
down. 

IrSpirituuliste desire bonest medium- 
ship on their platforms, the trustees of 
societies must provide against deception 
No medium demands conditions which 
make fraud possible unless sach med- 
jum intends to practice fraud. Why 
do the “conditions for ballot tests 
differ from those for transe speukivg? 
The president of the Harmonial Asso- 
ciation sits by the side of Mrs. Freitag 
when she js entranced to speak; but 
during her bullot-tests the "condi- 
tions” are such that he ls excluded 
from the platform, Wby? Evidently 
becouse If be sat at her side he could 
see her open and read the ballots. 

Why is it that Spiritualist Societies 
consent to "conditions" that prevent 
honest investigation, while denying 
conditions that would expose fraud? 

Does the Harmouial Soclety approve 
tbe practice of fraud on its platform? 
If not, why not use some precaution 
niminat it? 

Why was that ballot In the band of 
Mis. Frietag? Why was it rolled into 
small compass, exeept for the purpose 
of concenlment or to enable her to 
identify i1? 

As fo the genuineness of some of her 
raps I make no question, and as to 
Uhose which appear doubtful Tam cons 
tent fo wait until doubt is resolved 
into certainty. 

Tt is well known that there is 
throughout tbe United States & combi- 
nation of persons claiming to be med- 
jume who are as well organized for the 
practice of fraud as any band of horse- 
thieves for theft and exchange. All 
such mediums have helpers on the 


spirit side of life who are a= dishonest 
and unscrupulons as themselves, Un- 
les honest Spiritualists Jemand eon- 
ditions which will make fraud impos- 
sible, pultic mediumship must go 
down in disgrace. It will kill itself 
with its own vileness. 
A. M. BUCK. 

[Revenue Stamp. ] 

I, A. M. Buck, dosolemly swear that 
the facts set forth io tbe preceding 
statement as occuring on Sunday even- 
eniug, December 25th,, are true of my 
absolute knowledge, and that. the 
statements mude concerning things 
previously witnessed by me I believe 
to be true. 


[Seal] A 
Bubseribei and sworn to before me 
this 20th day of December, 1393. 
Tuomas L. CHAPIN. 
Notary Public in and for the County 
of Los Angeles, State of California. 


A. M. BUCK. 


WE STILL LIVE. 


As an evidence that the LinkkATOR 
still lives and is likely to continue to do 
so notwithstanding it has been declared 
to have "galloping eonsumption,” what- 
ever tbat may be, it will hereafter be is- 
sued regularly. The size will be in- 
creased as our facilities increase. [t was 
thought best to give quality instead of 
quantity, hence the size does not matter 
so much as what it contains, While our 
work in the past four months has been 
largely destructive in its nature it has 
only been destructive of that which was 
false and untrue, No truth hasbeen as- 
sailed; no honest medium attacked; no 
injury wrought to anything except fraud, 
hypocrisy and charlatanism, These 
have received blows that will tell for all 
time to come, and the same blows will 
continue to be dealt whenever and 
wherever the serpenthcad of fraud is 
seen im the fair garden of spiritualism" 
If we have destroyed blind credulity and 
trusting faith in false, pretended phe. 
nomena aad set free one human being 
from the thralidom of fakeism with ali 
its monstrous iniquitics we feel that our 
work has not been done in vain. The 
work of the LisERATOX in the future will 
still be for the liberation of the people 
from the slavery of ighorance along the 
lines of fraudulent phenomena and also 
for the upbuikling of a rational, common 
sense spiritualism founded upon fact mot 
fraud; upon truth not error, having 
Science not religion for its foundation. 
Our work, therefore, is two-fold--de- 
structive and constructive--and over and 
above all ultimate good. 


SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS. 


BY N, P- RAVLIN. 
Along the lines of occult thought will 


be found the only road that leads to the 
complete normal development of man. 
All potencies and all possibilities lie 
within. Evolution brings them ont, bat 
it will require eternity to complete their 
unfoldment Gradually: we become 
emancipated from the thraldom ot ignor- 
ance and superstition, outgrow our baby 
clothes and leave both cradel and tron- 
dekbed stored im the dim archives of 
memory. Ripening destiny chases each 
succeeding night before the opening 
splendors of a new dawn, From lowest 
depths we are sometimes lifted to lofucst 
heights, while from out the mouth of 
darkest night is often born the sweetest, 
brightest child of day. Bitter tears crys 
talize in diamond gems when the. stormi- 
cloud lifts and the bright sun noods the 
world with his cheering beams. The 
Almightiness of health defies disease 
while the rippling waves ol vibratory 
force ÄI us with the vital fame of youth 
and bid the infirmities of age begone. 

It is our privilege to maintain undimin- 
ished mental and physical power to the 
end and when our time comes to go lay 
down a healthy, unwas:ed body as of no 
longer any use. We surrender it not be- 
cause God has inflicted death as a curse 
for sin, but because it no longer serve 
our purpose. Aspiring to a grander 
destiny we rise from it as from the grave 
and 10 our spiritual body ascend into the 
celestial realm of being crowned with 
overlasting life and enriched with the ful- 
ness of the Infinite, the Absolute and the 
Eternal, Compared with such a destiny 
the multo-millionaires of earth are object 
paupers groping blindly in the poorhouse 
of time amid the loathsome elements of 
material bondage. But while we live in 
the physical body iL is ours to preserve 
in health and strength. Though nghtly 
directed enforced by will power can ar- 
rest disease and banish it from tho sys- 
tem. We can be what we will |o be, 
Have faith in yourself Concentrate 
thought force. Exercise suggestion. 


The Peoples! Spiritaat Society, holding 
Wednesday evening meetings has been 
favored with good speakers and mediums 
right along, and under the able manage- 
ment of Mrs. May Drysan, the presi 
dent, the meetings are always interesting 
and instructive. The platlorm is free to 
all who are qualified 10 instruct, or assist 
the people into a higher, broader con- 
ception of life here and hereafter. 


WHAT “THEY SAY." 

As our space is limited we cannot pub 
lish all the good things our correspon- 
dents say, so will make extracts from 
those calculated to show the trend of 
thought among toe people concerning 
the work of the Lins&ATOK, From the 
far eastern States comes a letter fon J. 
McClellan who suys: 


_ “I have attended four diferent med- 
iums! seances. All were called first-class 
matcrializing mediums, and yet I know 
from what I saw at different times that 
every one of them were frauds. I was 
duped .by them fora long while. One 
was Mabel Aber Jackman. As to Mre. 
J. |. Whitney four years ago nt Lily Dale 
Camp meeting | was By convinced 
that ahe was a fraud, Myself and fricnd 
had sittings with her and we both left 
disgusted. She gave ua nothing but bal- 
derdash and lies. | hope you may 
make a reformation on the line you have 
FUR vow SEA in toe Sole eel 
Zamp are legions, for many wil vp 
all mediums and declare there are no 
frauds. Mark me a subscriber for one 
uu including pamphlet of “[nstructions 
in Physical Phenomena." 


‘The Medium, Mabel Aber Jackman 
above referred to, was recently exposed 
in Chicago, and expelled from the Illi- 
nois State Spiritualist Association. They 
did not expel all honest mediums how- 
ever in order to gut rido! her. 

Another corresponden! writing from 
Nevada says: 


"E thank you forthe Li mikATOR, ant 
truly glad the lrauds iu Spiritualism 
are m exposed "annoi imagine 
how any one can trile with anything so 
sacred as Spiritualism, anil deceive those 
who meet fo communicate with the loved 
ones who have gone [rom our homes 
and left our hearts sad and lonely. I 
know there is a truth ia the messages we 
get from our loved ones; I can not be de- 
ceived, though I do know that some of 
those who have been named are frawds 
by my own experience with thon." 

Maus. H. 

Dr. Brown, of Omaha, Neb, writes 

as follows: 


Your paper at Ind and thoroughly 
read by me. Pleas accept many thanks 
forsame. Go on with the good work is 
my advice to W. E, Coleman, for it is 
about tine the iraudulent mediums 
Shown up in their tue color. lt al 
seemed to me that anyone with half es 
sight could detect the genuine, But 
they become so enrapturedand absorbed 
with the ides that no matter what comes 
from the spirit land (as they think) must 


be true, 

1n (887 while in Chicago J. R. Bundy 
and myself exposed a few frauds, Bundy 
Wna a Fearless man and did good work 
for ho believed that trath should prevail 
in the cause of Spiritualism To me it is 
the only true knowledge of a life beyond 


James R, Little, the noted platform 
test medium of Oakland, writes as fol- 


lows: Enclosed please find postal note 
for $: for which please send me the Lis- 
KKkATOR for this year, We shall do all 
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that we can to increase the circulation of 
your paper, for we most heartily approve 
of the stand that you have taken 
against the frauds that vse Spiritualism 
ax a cloak to rob the public and gain no- 
toricty. Show them up in good style 
and give them a permanent record on 
this coast. 

The following is from a. private letter 
to the editor, written by a California gold 
miner, whose name we do not feel at libe 
erty to give; bul there are those who wil! 
recognize the test: I devoted last even- 
ing to perusing the pages of the two 
pompk which you sô 44 We nie. 

iy are timply immense, and should be 
the means of opening the eyes of we 
of the poor dupes who now are ti» 
toting their intelligence at the leet of 
every one who claims to bc a genuine 
medium, But when [ weigh the cnor- 
mity of the task that you and your co- 
worker have undertaken; when } realize 
the vast numbers of the vilest imposters 
that must be dethroned F tremble for 
you. I fearthe result. Why? Because 
ie are striking at the very roots of their 
ivelibood, at their reputations, and 
worst ofall at their purse. Yet it must 
Be done, and the query arises, have you 
the means to carry on this glorious work? 
It is indeed a heavy burden to bear—a 
thankless job; for many there are who 
will curse and revile yon, All this you 
may expect, yet a task of this nature 
must be carried on to á complete con- 
clusion not only in San. Franetsco but in 
every city and town in the United States. 
Think of the heartlessmess of maa or 
woman who wouid play upon their fele 
low-beings by imposing upon the most 
sacred and pu est feelings of the buman 
heart. lt makes me feel. as though J 
ought to throw down my pick and gold 
pan—everything--and use my best en- 
deavors to utterly destroy kom off the 
face of this beautifol earth all such soul. 

ying parisiles; and rest assured | 
am with you heart, hand and parse in 
this noble work, £ have friends whe 
pose as mediums who are no better than 
the rest. When the axe of righteous 
wrath does fall I care not if jt. strikes an 
Enie, an Alice or a Susie, they nre all 
tarred with the same slime, 

Mr. Leonard writing from Washington, 
savs: 

“Lam flat ae following the ad- 
vice of mediums. hen | kook back it 
seems as if | had been crazy or foolish T 
donot know which. I nptbing ever 
need to be shown up it is the frauds in 
modius ja reading Mr. Ca 
“Experience” | can see myself. 1 sent 
for that man Search, also the "Ailen 
Boy"; had the later with me three 
months in Minneapolis. 1 also browgbt 
10 my home Pettibone and wife, Winans, 
Mrs. Aspinwall, Mrs. [ones ftom Los 
‘Angeles aud cntertained and paid them 
to make a fool of me. But the man who 
did me up worst of all was Charles F. 
Pidgeon. 1 don't wonder they have to 
drink to keep their spirits up while doing 
such work.” 


From Oakland comes words of ehcer 
from that indeGitigable worker, Mes. 
Irene Smith, who speaks of the scusa- 
tion created by Tue LIBERATOR as fol- 
lows: 


"Your paper is sure to do a great 
work. Isce it has stirred them up in^ 
Sm Jose. E wonder if they think I- 
“talked through my hat" when I tried to 
make them see how they were being 
humbugged. I want you to feel and. 
know you'have many sincere friends all 
over the country who are with you heart 
and soul in this work. Only words of 
pma and commendation do I bear over 

re on all sides for the work you are 
doing excepting from a few of Mrs, Lil- 
lie’s Iriends who are very bitter against 

mand all of us who are aiding you; but 
we will endeavor to stand it. — 

Sir. Spence called and expressed him- 
self as highly pleased with Tour work. 
He says itos the beginning of the end of 
modern Spiritualism in its present stato; 
which Talso believe. it will make 
room for a higher grade of mental and 


spiritual devel t. We have fine 
Rear Ti evenings. We call 
them “Educar Meetings.” 

a eae. 


Eorrox Lisexaron:—Number seven 
of Tie Literator is at hand and pre- 
sents facts which should be of interest to 
all Spiritualists who really have the good 
of thn cause at heart and who would see 
it rescued from the hands of the luches 
and parasites who disgrace the name of 
Spiritualism, That there is honest differ- 
ence of opinion regarding the mission of 
your publication all will admit, but for 
one! do not think the cause is cndan- 
gered by letting the light into the dark- 
‘ened places and uncovering the cesspools 
which have become a stench and dis- 
grace to all coacemed. That our ‘“mgian 
stables" sadly need cleaning, and is a 
fact potent to all who have watched the 
trend of events in the history of modem 
spiritualism. Mr. Garrison's book, €x- 
plaining the methods of the *fakirs," is 
also at hand and I can see nothing in it 
derogatory to true mediumship. There 
are, however, some timid sonls who do- 
mounce him and declare that he is com. 
miting a crimein publishing these facts 
broadcast, as it will enable every dis- 
reputable scoundrel to embark in the 
same unholy business if they iee! so in- 
clined. From my standpoint the danger 
lies not in exposing to the whole world 
these nefarious pract ces, but in covering 
them up and thus in a measure condon- 
ing the general cussedness ol the fakir 
element. 

Ifthe propaganda of spiritualism. can 
not be sustained upon the principles cf 
common honesty and the integrity of its 
workers then it ought to perish from the. 
earth and be buried beyond the possible 
hope of a resurrection. The battle is on, 
and let us hope Ít will be fought toa fire 
ish and the demons of darkness be 
routed, horse, {aot and dragons, It is 
not enough to expose these shameless 
trieksters, to recall their credentials and 
expell them from the association they 
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havc disgraced. They should be prose- 
cuted and punished for their crimes, and 
as suggested in Tun Li»zgATOR should 
be made to serve the State. In no other 
way will the evil complained of be rooted 
‘out, and when we will collect a fund to 
prosecute these miscreants instead of 
condoning their acts by the old familiar 
ery, “Ohi, they are mediums," aod leave 
them free to continue fleecing the gencral 
public as well as many honest Spirit- 
ualists we shall sce the end of the dis- 
grace which now confronts us, 


It js time that Spiritualists heed the 
scripture injunction: "Have no fellow- 
ship with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness" and in my judgment the dark 
seance should bo abolished. Let us 
come out of darkness and into the light 
andit us demand character as well as 
psychic gifts in all ow workers whether 
in the seance room or on the platform, 
‘To this complexion it must come at last 
or we as a body must stand. responsible 
for the dishonesty, disgrace, immorality, 
fakeism and crime now practiced in the 
name of the grandest philosophy ever 
conceived py mortal man. No true and 
honest worker will suffer, on the con- 
trary their opportunities will be enhanced 
by weeding out the disreputables. Spir- 
itualism will survive, as it is founded 
upon the everlasting principles of Na- 
ture, and while nature endures Spiriteal- 
ism will also endure. Let the battle 
waged against all disreputable, dishonest 
an I practices goon. Let in the 
light. What cannot stand had best be 
gone. Wit, C. Hop. 

Chicago, Ill, Jamaiy 5, 1809. 

—— 

The Secretary of the Boeiety for 
Peyenioel Resenreh writes s follows. 

hank you for your kind 
December 18th. i rest af 


to 


Mon inly doing a good 
‘ou are certainly dolng a work 
that should be done by some one. Tt 
is of course up-hill work and many 
who should syinpathize with you une 
fortunately. Sd silence. We A 
bowever, that Tax DLinexaror may 
succeed, if not a4 n bimonthly as n 
mouthly. You must have hud a great 
dea] of work im correspondence, con- 
troversy, etc, since jis publication. 
Wishing you every success, yours siu- 
corely, Lucy Fduexns, 
Dr. Hodgaon is expecially interested 
in your efforts and often aska whether 
"another Liberator has come.” L, E. 


KK l. F. T. Bible Spiritual Society 

meets at gog Market Street every 

unday nt 11 A. M.; 2 and S P. 3(; and at 

335 McAllister Street, Tuesday at 8 r. M. 
Di. C. H, Ri-xs, Pres, 


EDITOR LIBERATOR ;—Your favor re- 
ceived, and I fee] your condition psy- 
chometrically; also read it as I read by 
my own experienees In the past and in 
yartin the present. I hepe and trust 
the unseen world will hoki up your 
hands and bring you sucecss, Ihave 
been fighting single-handed in this 
battle for a loug and even when 
my bread and butter depended npon 
keeping still 7 would not compromise, 
mud while I lost friends and nuny 
Umes engagements with paArnomena 
mad sociclies, yet myself and busbund. 
stood fast in our convictions of right. 
In Peoria we left the Camp Associa- 
tion with 73 cente in onr poeket, and 
myself, husband and five others in 
family to provide for; but the angels 
mied up good friends who took us 
foto thelr houses, cared for us aud put 
it into the heart of an outsider to favor, 
or rather trust, us to pay a rental of 
$90 per week for the Tabernacle—a 
buiking which would seat 7000 people, 
We went into it with the other medi- 
ums who were cast oat for opinton's 
sake, and the end was grand. We 
soon had a church building of our own 
and were recognized amoug the houest 
workers in Spiritunliwn. The best 
perple in Peoria were our friends; but 
we were called volfish by the fake ele, 
ment because we mflerly refnsed to 
advertise their sideshows. A Mr. Jack 
called at one time, in Mr. Coonley's 
interests, asking ug to endorse him in 
his work, sayiog he would soon be on 
his way East aud would visit Peo: 
there was any encouragement for him. 
Ianswered: “Mr, Jack, if Mr, Coonley 
is honest in bis work our hall and. 
form is open to 
him every opportunity to reach the 
people; but if he ix a fake, as I more 
than suspect from the old slite and 
other tricks whieh have become stale 
fo us, and you relate, the farther away 
from Peoria he stays the better for 
him, for we will surely expose bim un- 
Jess be ix a true mediun This was 
the last I heard of Mr, Coonley until T 
heard be had “dared to do right," May 
angels bless lim for the stand he has 
taken, and I sincerely believe he wil) 
conquer yet. 

know one woman in Chicago who 
is a fne mediuui—cluirvoyant, chair- 
audient and trau eè ;—she tried with her 
honest powers to gain a living for her- 
self and child. At last she became 
acquainted with the Aaxgs Sisters, 
They soon called her a foo? for being 
honest, and so worked upou her iu her 
weakened physical condition—weak 
from want of food and otber necessary 


things of life -thatshe écarved slate- 
writing, lu a few weeks she wns the 
rage in Chicago, her real gifts enabling 
her to get the readings, aud the know- 
ledge of the trieks-—writing under the 
table, switching slates, elc -- put them 
on the slates, At last, disgustcd, belii 
naturally hish-minded, «he exposed 
herself. What was tho reult? She 
amgered Der best supporten, nming 
them an editor of a bending Spiritualist 
paper. The medium I speukof bas re- 
turped to ber bonest work, 
ages to live and cducate her ci 
it is a continuous strugyle—and yet she 
ovuld, by going ou with ber slate- 
w uake her five amd ten dollars 


5, 
per án; 

Neither you nor [ean seo the end; 
but I firmly believe that (here will be 
u separation of uH mental and physical 
phenomena, The speakers aud imen- 
tal medium will follow out their work, 
and the physical fiauds theirs The 
result will be different. camps — the 
spiritual eamp, where people will learn 
real Spirituallvm, and tho physical 
frwud camps, where grabbing, hair 
pulling, and other dbgmcetul events 
will take place, — E trust. that skeptios 
will continue this good work. and if 
Spiritualists will wot rid th ves of 
these fends In human sla pe, the out- 
siders will. 

I beard of Mabel Aber Jackman's 
Kaneas City career from the lips of (he 
expose Abo heurd of unother vx- 
pose prior to this, when Will Aber, lier 
former husband, was caught (and she 
With him) iv a private-house seance. 
Ex-Senator Clark of Kunsas, who uow 
Hives in Kansas City, da an ardent 
Spiritualist, und bie wife isu good me- 
dium iu their own home sud among 
apeolal friends, They were anxious to 
couvert a number of their skeptical 
friends to their views, and so sent for 
Mr. und Mrs. Aber at thelr awn ex- 
peuse, entertained them end pald their ~ 
fee, Invited their guests, and two se- 
ances were held, The first night Col. 
Clark and wife were certain it wus uot 
allright, but enufd not sy how It was 
done, so the Abts were permitted to 
show again. The Colonel was wide- 
awnke, also Mrs, Clark, and when Col, 
Clark was: called to the cabinet to re- 
ceive a ad, he caught the beard aud 
jerked it from Aber’s face, exposing 
the little fraud in full. After the emn- 
pany left, Colonel Clark and hls wife 
denounced the bare foed eauple in 
round terme desiring them not only to 
Jeave their house but the eity aud if 
they attempted to hold circles further 
they would have them arrested, Mr. 
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Aber held-his peace; but Mrs. Aber, as 

sho does uow, brazencd it oul and fai 
“Yes, we are frauds, but we are Chris- 
tians and when wo get all. the money 
the fool Spiritualists will give us we 
are golug back Into the church and die 
happy." The old idea cropping oat— 
all is fair if done in the name of the 
church and religion, The other inci- 
dent I received from a physician who 
was one to:expose her about seven 
years ngo. The people became sus 
pleious of her aad n giri called Madge 
Varney who was with her, They 
were satisfied about the other form he- 
ing frauds but ouo puxzied them. This 
form generally Closed the sance by 
coming into the middle of the room te 
a sull stand covered to the floor. with 
u dark cloth, ʻA tablet and pencil was 
placed on the table aud this "apirit* 
would come to the stand write the mes 
sage give them tothe sitters and dis- 
appear witbout going back to the eab- 
inet, This was puzzling but four men 
decided on n rosi. They had been 
fn such coustant attendance that Mex 
Aber always trusted them next the 
cabinet. This brought them nearest 
the small table when the spirit disap- 
peared. Instead of rising und golug 
into the frout parlor as they had been 
in the habit of doiug the form made a 
rush for the table two placing tbem- 
selven directly in front of the cabinet, 
Mr Aber rushed out but was held 
kack nnd the other two upset, the tae 
Lle and found Madge Varney, who was 
quite small in statue crouched uuder- 
neath, ‘The plot was exposed. As 
soon as tle seance closed Mrs, Aber 
came out of the cabinet took the people 
into the front parlor closing the folding 
doors Letween and Madge came out at 
her Icisure. 

I will see some of our society and see 
ifl can Interest them in the Liberator. 
It should surely live; we need It as 
nevera paper bas been needed befere. 
Every honést medium und speaker 
whould support it, But too many of 
eur wpenkers stand by the fakes for 
their Influence in camp engagements. 
Ove prominent worker sald to me, "we 
cannotafford to take up this Hight they 
(tho fakes) wlll run us off the platform 
mud out of the camps. They are teo 
strong for us to fight," Isay let them 
qun, ] for one don't want engage 
ments with either hall or camp #9- 
oletivs that uphold these frauds. Tils 


field is wide and if I cannot find an 


honest society who apprectate honest 
work £ will go fudependeut as 1 have 
done mauy Umes My honest gifts 
bave brought me a living and 1 don't 
fear the fake element. Well, I must 


chose for this time. Extend my best 
wishes to Mr. Garrison and Mr. Coon. 
leyzlet them not back down from their 
position, not for one moment; rather 
ben self-comfessed past fraud than a 
continued future fraud. Exposure will 
Come to all sooner or Inter. We have n 
fine audience at the theater In Joplin 
where I lecture each Sunday morning. 
‘This is what ungers our fors—oar con- 
tinued success in the face of all their 
spiteful work, Me. Seovell jolis me in 
est wishes to you and your cowurk« 
vfo,— As ever, frateruslly yours, 
Sama C, SCoVELE, 
Galena, Kan. 


PHENOMEN a SPIRITUAL- 


DR. MENRY J. BECKER, 
Spiritualists often affirm tbat if the soul 
is immortal the proof of it must become 
so evident as to be witnessed by the 


" physical eyes. Ther hold that materi- 


alizations are necessary to such belief. 
"This view of the soul's immortality, were 
it reduced 10 a necessary science, would 
need to be »o stated as to be readily 
tavght, easily learned and conveniently 
applied. All science is almplifiextion of 
truth, however mysterious it may seem 
to those who wre sot acqualated with it. 
Beience demands for investigation all the 
light, the sun, moon and stars, as well 
As what artificial illuminators cam pro- 
ducc. When science completes its ro- 
searches there will not be found a nook 
or corner into which its penetrating light 
of investigation has not gleaned, 

Materialixing medinm tel us that the 
conditions of materislizations are so very 
delicate that often spirits. cannot appear 
In the flesh because the laws of harmony 
are disturbed, Light seems to interfere 
with the act. Investigation atthe the 
time the act is to take place also. discon- 
ects the physic forces Q), An unbe- 
Fever can disturb the ambient air to such 
an extent as to completely frustrate the 
spirit’s plans of materialization. Since 
the mediums bold their wonderful pho. 
nomena to be purely phychic, that is, 
life-act, we are ready to have some laws 
known by which to arrive at harmonious 
conclusions cach ime their phychic foroes. 
are at work. Or when they differ we 
want to learn the causes which different- 
date them. 

The immortality of the soul bas argu- 
meats in its favor far more reaching than 
any which even a retorned spirit could 
bring were it possible fur ft to come to 
us from the abode of the spirit-land. ft 
is phrenologically, metaphysically and 
psychologically impossible lo divorce 
the fact of the immortality of the soul, 


(pneuma) from the reasoning mind. The 
mind itself has that fact im ubiquitous 
presence. As the eye shows by laws of 
Correlation. the existence of light, the 
car of sound, the lungs of atmosphere, 
the philoprogenitive organs of the brain 
of love, veneration of God, so does the 
infinite, penetrating power of the mind 
prove its correlative, immortality 

U the laws by which matcrializations 
are produced are so subject to physical 
causes as to be defeated by them then 
they are not psychic. The laws of in- 
compatibility must not be ignored by 
those psychic intermeddicns. “We once 
asked a medium to tell us from whence 
the spirits secured the material with 
which to materialize the body. The ane 
swer was that they had the power to 
weave it from the bodies of those pres- 
emt al the seance. We proposed to 
weigh all who were present and when 
the spirit appeared have each one take 
notice as to whether the scales on which 
they were to have a scat indicated that 
they bad lost in proportion to the sup- 
posed weight of the materialized body, 
but we were not allowed fo undertake to 
do the weighing. That particular spirit 
was the identical medium that was a mo- 
ment ago tied to a chair in thc cabinet, 
Poor creature! For some reason the 
medium did not like the ropes in tlie. 


shape they were tied and changed them- 


to suit materialicing herself for the good 
of the cause. 

‘The writer has offered again and again 
to take the medium’s place and be tied 
with the same ropes and in the same 
way and under the same coaditions and 
produce the same kind of materializa, 


tons. There is not a case on record - 


that willstand the test of investigation 
that ever a mcdium was the intermediate 
cause ofa single matcrialization. Nay, 
that ever a materialization occurred as 
reported by mediums or seen by their 
dupes. We challenge the proof based 
upon scientific research, The science 
may be such as is recognized by all sci- 
«ntists, or such a science as the mediums 
claim governs materializations, Let the 
medium come forward and announce the 
laws which goverm such casesso that we 
may be able to look at them and investi- 
gate what is claimed for them either by 
recognized science, or by scientific laws 
suck as spirits employ. Who will under- 
take it? We wait to sce the letter and 
spirit of this law? 


As a weather prophet Mrs. J. J. Whit- 
ney is adismal failure, "The CALL, a few 
weeks ago published her prediction that 
this would be a dry year, and it has 
rained almost every day since. 


£ 
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San Francisco, January, 18: 


NEW YEAR GREETING. 


Our New Year greeting 10 the dear 
frends who have steadfastly worked 
with us asd for the same cause during 
the past bur months of trial and vicini" 
tude is cac of hope and encouragemest. 
Though the enemics of truth are miany 
and powerful we stil have faith im the 
wltimate triuenph of fight, aod that jas: 
tloe wil some day bod the sceptre of 
power and sway the destinies of tadivid- 
unis as she already sways "have of na- 
tions where wrong aud injestice have 
triumphed foc a season. With this bope 
in out hearts we confidently ester. upon 
the detive asd responsibilities of the 
New Year feeling suured that froma Ue 
reins of the oli faith will spring Phoeoiv- 
Vike the beatiful new religion of troth 
with its mexuge of wisdom asd love to 
all the people. 

In this new religion of hemanity will 
be foued no rocan for dark ances, no 
cabinets, mor curtains for the conceal: 
mam of imposters Its messages will 
come from the iivisely inspired men and 
women of to-day as it did throegh those 
ofpastages, The wise and good of all 
nations will noite opoa the bais of a 
omncm beothirbood having tbe highest 
ood of all tor its chief end and aim; hu- 
mxeiay^s advancement its sole intent and 
purpose. Upon soch foundation all. can 
unite aod devise ways and means of mu- 
teal belpfuluess, Il Spiitualists would 
devote more time trying to make this 
work! bewetitul and bess time seg 
aboot the "beantifal wenetime" and sit- 
ting with clawed dams in dirkosed 
rocas listening 10 tbe heavenly "rot". of 
some make believe to "Pat"! oc “Gaum 
oc "Awat Betsy," they would Decode 
lofrritely wiser and better and happer 
and more fitted for that “home beyond 
the river! when tbey are called to go 
there, May angels of wisdom help each 
and atl to Grud and know she better way 
sadd uheh häving fasad it have strength, 
courage amd determisation to walk 
terein, 
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| THE CHANGE OFNAME. 


Some people win qutsion why the 
name of our paper is changed, and I 
will beiefly amwe. Since the last is- 
sue of the LIBERATOR, December 16, 
1898, I have been appeoached by an 
attorney for some of thE fakes of this 
city with a proposition to bey me of 
and socere my silence, Money har 
been promised to “start me in a good 
business,” and a poss or railroad ticket 
furnished toa distant city if I vould 
"go away and shut vp about trauds” 
My reply to such minions of hell ix 
this: I intend to stay right here in 
San Francisco until the interests of 
the work ] Bare undertaken calls coe 
elewheve, As for your ill corned gold 
I want none of it. Such money iv 
wrung from broken-hearted wives, 
stricken parents, husbands, and or- 
phan& The cerse of the angela rests 
upon it. I would starve before I would 
again barter my soul for xoch gains 
in order to more suoogly cmphasize 
my answer that none may misender- 
sand my position, and that E am in 
this work 10 stay it was decided. to 
change the name somewhat of the pa- 
per. As there is also-a LIBERATOR 
pablished somewhere in Kansas i is ar 
well 10 define which Liberator is re- 
ferred ta As my distinguished great- 
uncle, William Lloyd Garrison, eid 
in the first issue of his ami-slavery pa- 
per, the Lavrotor of January 1, 1831: 
“Lem in carnest. 1 will not equivo- 
cate. Iwill nee excase. I will not 
retrest a single inch," and, / few; 
de Acard.” 

Bisuor Simrsow GARRISON. 


THE AWAKENING. 


From almost every quarter come re- 
ports of exposures of fraud practiced in 


there ate (hose who blindly elose their 
eyin lo Lie tree situation and declaro 
“there nte no frauds.” when in reality 
They have captured almot the entire 
works, When tbese fakes are caught 
ned exposed tboroughly by tho out- 
side the ranks of Spiritunlbem some 
fukeaubeidiaed paper will eme opt 
with ranting editerinis on the “Perse. 
cution of Mediums,” aud the neomeity 
of defending “oor angel Instromente' " 


sinl hoznds Such talk makes ome 
sick at heart and thorwughly disgusted. 
Instend of dermaniling of hese claim- 
iog mediumnhip proof of their gilts 
the veriest charlatan palaing off bie 
learned tricks ts ecdorsed and extolled 
ns one specially favored of God with 
divine poner. 

To Toronto, Canade, the polite. have 
ron in some fortune Elles and. me- 
diane for violation. of the critainal 
conde which iè diteled. against sped 
werk, Atmong Ube *muesiiums'! la oue 
W. R. Colby, who was driven from 
this eity ten years ago by exposures 
munle by the Chreniede, Colby or “Par 
mon Raines" of Texas, as tbe Chronicle 
called him, was one of the boldest 
fakes in California at that time, The 
writer detected bin bo fawl at the 
Oskisnd competing, Saw him 
urile four messages wits different. ewl- 
Ofvd cruyons at oue Mane o6 (Le camp 
goed, Mon Clarke Wiot abe saw 
‘Ube asme thing at the mine seance, and 
yet the otber memlers of the circle 
thought the edlate-witing was wonder 
fl Ifsuehi mediuns are Dt went to 
the penitentiary they vaglit tu be. 

in Phileddplis the exporure of a 
materilizimg mediom named Mra. 
Bliss hu» given eecinlon for much emis 
ment theough the Spiriualist press and _ 
Mroag exlionations have appeses] urges 
Weg Spiritualists to defend. Meir pome- 
cuted medims.— The very Ga that she 
was thoroungtl y exposed mot seeming to 
weigh in the least agalust ber. 

The Wort Herold of Omaha, No- 
braska, ot jawsary rye contains as bte 
count of the exposure in that city of Prof, 
Frederic Milton and bis coofederates, [t 
sassi 


Davin, able nse 


young man named & H. 
sistant to Dr, Milton, tad jes i paiened 


materializing himeeit ito Use shadow 
reality of *' Siting LM ‘or the peni 
time during the mont. Fifty 
tocs—a motley crew—wore ee deuce: 
ingi the mysce means by w "Sitting 
* bad made bis entrance th 

the ‘ob walls of the room whee Sere 
cant Welseaberg—dues ex msehina— 
fereca the door open and strode into 
the galleriog in an eatremely unspirite 
uakstic manier. There wms A bast 
sampa for exits, but they were ah 
EP YUEK women cad 


ln apie black alawhk over 
their heads were in their Gigibt 
and beought into the which the ser- 
geam tured on. 


When the young women appeared in 
the midst of the Chroeg bere wasn pen. 
eral expression. of surprise., They bad 

not bees sen prior to the estrance of 
the pole, aed it was thought strange 


that they should materialize so success- 


fully with the lights burning brightly. 
At length they admitted that they were 
ghosts.” They said that for many days 
and tights at the various sittings they 
had been the spirits of mothers, sisters, 
cousins, aum's aud even mother in-laws, 
with calm impartiality. They wore 
black because it blended «o. nicely with 
the darkened atmosphere of the cham- 


ting Bull’ was soon captured 
without resort to firearms. The elder 
bad sunk low indeed, for he had become 
a slender, blonde young man, who had 
no ght ia bim and [etal cigarettes. 

vestigation of the room showed 
that a spirit when weary of wonder- 
working might make 'an entrance 
through a small, square hole in the rear 
wall. n one corner high up was a lan- 
tern with a slide. The police found that 
this slide was operated by means of a 
cord which ran along the ceiling into a 
A great tin horn, which the 


The Progressive Thinker says that 
Frederic Milton is no donbt the notori- 
ous Jules Wallace, whom. many. of our 
readers will remember operated in this 


city a few years ago, Light of Truth 
contains an account of another wonderful 
medium getting into trouble in Co'um- 
bus, Ohio, through the weakness of per- 
mitting his “guides” to advise a sitter to 
give their medium large sums of money, 
a not unwelcome thing, however, among 
the “occult fraternity. The following 
are the particulars: 


"Dr. Lee Davis,” otherwise Leslie 
Day, struck the city recently and imme: 
diately the papers contained announce- 
ments of bis wonderfal powers, at so 
much per and the suckers began to bite. 
One of them, a Mrs, Sauters, turned over 
tothe fakir $215, but afterwards woke 
up and swore out a writ of attachment on 
the “doctor” and officers went to his 
rooms to levy or compel him to dis- 

orge. The constables, after some. diífi- 
culty, succeeded in getting a» audience 
with him and a stormy scene ensued. 
‘The “doctor” insisted that the proceed- 
ings were an imposition, and that he was 
doig a legitimate business, but when 
Constable Logan started to take a couple 
ot large trunks under the attachment 
writ he agreed to settle, and paid over to 
the womau's lawyer the $215. 

Mrs, Sauters who, it seems, has been 
having sone trouble, applied to the 
“doctor” for information as to the out~ 
come of it. She claimed in her affidavit 
that the ''doctor" had obtained the 
money by reason of giving her 
upon which there were certain writings, 
which he claimed had been put there by 
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spirit powers. The writing advised and 

lirected her to turn over sums of money 
to the defendant. She ctaimed the writ- 
ings were wrirten by the defendant and 
his agents for the purpose of defrauding 
her. Irt is understood that Mrs, Sauter’s 
husband spent $40 with the ‘doctor’? in 
the same way,” 

From another quarter comes still fur- 
ther evidence along the same line; 

"MuxciE, Indiana, October 271h.— 
Finding that Mrs. Moses Mark, à me- 
dium, had doubtless eee and 
compelled Mrs. Colby Luther, now 

ad, to make over to her notes for 
$3,000, the court here to-day set aside 
the transfers and returned the notes to 
the estate. 

Jasper North, the administrator of the 
estate, made the charges. He also 
claims that Mrs. Mark, in the same man- 
ner, got control of real estate to the 
value of $3,000. Mrs, Luther died here 
last winter, and was called * The Mother 
of Spiritualism’ in Indiana.” 

In the Banner of Light of December 
24th, appeared the following editorial 
item concerning another "great me* 
dium," at one time prominent im this 
city. Read it and ponder. It is as 
follows: 

“The secular press announces the ap- 

'ehension of Henry R. Rogers. the 
bogus medium, who for over a year has 
been a fugi from justice. He wax 
wanted by the authorities of the State of 
New York for an assault upon an officer 
of the law with. a hatchet. le was 
under bonds to appear at a certain term 


of court, but disappeared eriously, 
to turn np safe and in Cairo, 
ypt, where he inveigled the of 


E; 

the late Alired E. Beach into a marriage 
with him. It is to be hoped that his 
career will now be ci by a pro- 
Tonged residence in Sing Sing.” 

Dr. Henry R. Rogers came to San 
Francisco in 1887 and was soon quite 
“the rage." He gave a public recep- 
tion, and all the leading lights in Spirit 
ualism assembled to do honor to the 
gifted (?) Doctor and his wife in their 
elegautly furnished parlors at 524 Eddy 
Street, The Doctor was a slate-writer 
and “spirit artist” and soon found plenty 
of wealthy dupes. One lady was re- 
ported to have paid him three hundred 
dollars for a supposed picture of her 
spirit daughter, and another zealous be- 
liever paid an equal amount for a picture 
of ber "guide." Dr. Rogers was elected 
a trustee of the Golden Gate Publishing 
Company at the time that paper was run 
in the interests of the fake ring. Now 
this is the end of-his greatness—a pro- 
longed residence in Sing Sing. 

Thus, “one by one the roses fall," and. 
it is to be hoped that in the near future 
the rank and file of Spiritualists will 
awake to a realization that the harmonial 
philosophy is »of a "rag doll religion," 
but a vital truth worthy of scientific 
consideration. 


IMPORTANT. 


Tf those who believe in honest. me- 
diumship wish to help us in our fight. 
against fraud now js (heir opportunity 
todos. Asmall amount from each 
one would put the LIBERATOR On a 
solid financial basla and secure lts 
regular appearance, ‘There never was 
a time when the cause needed strong 
true friends as it does at present. The 
outlook is indeed gloomy if we have 
nothing more substantial and real for 
the foundation of our faith than the 
shallow tricks of professional fakirs. 
Those of us who know that tnderucath 
all the mountains of humbug the pure 
gold of spiritual truth still lives have a 
double duty to perform, aud those who 
shirk that duty and remain silent or 
keep fiddling away on phenomena 
whiie Rome is burning are as guilty as 
though we piled up the fagots that 
kindled the fire. 


LÀ oe 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


We are vuder obligation to the Smith- 
sonian Institution of Washington, D. 
for two volumes of its Annual Reports 
which contain a vast smount of informa- 
tion upon topics of general interest, 

Dr. J. M. Peebles sends us his latest 
work entitled “The Christ Question 
; or Jesus, Man, Medium, Mar- 
The whole is a symposium by 
prominent writers, with the added re- 
searches of the studious author. This 
book is a beautiful volume of 370 pages: 


ASTROLOGY-—Sen 20e, sex, place, 
date and hour of birth for your past 
and future by the stars. 

J. S.'HURMON D, 
Beaver Creek, Col. 


AMUSEMKNTS 
ALCAZAR 
Seats by Phone, Main 254 
Week of commencing Monday, Jan, 
joth,an elaborate production of 
PEACEFUL VALLEY 
Magnificent >cenery, Strong Cast, and. 
Specialty. Prices, 15C, 286. 356, soc 


COMEDY THEATRE 
Weck of commencing Sunday Feb. sth 
SPIDER AND FLY 
Prices—evening, 15C, 25¢, 35¢, 50C 
Matinees, 15c and 25c + 
Seats secured at Box Office & Emporium 


COLUMBIA Frank Daniels in 
THE IDOLS EYK 
Mon, Tues, Wed. 
THE WIZAKD OF THE NILE 
"Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
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THE FAKE RING. 


Some of the ring-leaders of the Fake 
Organization deny that any such "*ring'' 
exists; but as we have in our possession 
some of the signed and indorsed certifi- 
cates, printed in. regular official form we 
give a sample of one which is as follows: 


ORDER o? UNITED AMERICAN MkprUMs 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 

This is to Certify: ‘That Mr. Blank 
has been duly admitted as a member of 
the order of United American Mediums, 
and he is qualified to work as a Spiritua- 
istic Medium in any State of this Coun- 
ty. Having given the Obligation upon 
the back of this Certificate and having 
passed a proper examination and given 
satisfactory tests of his power and tha 
of his Control. 

Given by the authority of, and witness 
the signatures of the proper officers, 

Ms. Dor, President, 
Mn. Rok, Secretary. 

‘The "obligation" above referred to is 
printed ow the back of the Certificate 
and signed by applicant. It reade as 
followst 


OBLIGATION. 


f, Mr. Blank, most solemnly promise 
on the honor of a man, that I will never 
reveal, tell, expose, demonstrate, illus« 
trate oc by any other method, convey in 
any mantier to any person in. the world, 
the conditions by which I arrive at a 
knowledge of Medimmship in Spirita» 
lism, or any of the phenomena pertain- 
ing thereto, under any circumstances, 
(except that of dire poverty and personal 
distress) and then only for à proper con- 
sideration, which in no case. will be less 
than Twenty-five dollars, And to this 1 
subscribe my true name cheerfully and of 
my own free will and accord. 

Signed, Mx. BLANK. 

If, after reading the above, any one 
doubts still farther that the Order of 
United American Mediums is a “fake 
ring" extending from Maine to Califor- 
nia, they had better read our book of 
Instructions, practice up on a few cheap 
tricks, and hang out their shingle with 
the magic word "Slate Writer” or "Ma- 
terinlizing Medium" and we guarantee 
that in fess than a week they would be 
“on” to the whole business. 

— ——À 

Dr. RinEs the veteran president of the 
L F.'B. Spiritual Socicty met with a so- 
were accident this winter but has re- 
covered sufficiently to be at the posi of 
duty, where lor so many years he has 
conducted three services regularly each 
Sunday. The meetings of his Society 
are always well attended, and thoughttul, 
earnest mediums and speakers give their 
ministrations freely and gladly. 


Notes. 


"Those who have raised the hue and 
ery that our expose of fraud was only 
another “money-making dodge," had 
better read Dr. Beeker's review of our 
Nule book of “Instructions” in fraud 
work, and sce how much money we are 
making, Jke give this book free to every 
yearly subscriber for the LISERATON be- 
cause we want our readers to know how 
the “fakes” operate, and then they will 
not be so easily victimized as they now 
are by every conscienceless swindler 
travelling over the country as the cele- 
brated medium” etc., etc. 


After spending considerable money in 
advertising herself az a wonderful med- 
jum, and an ordained minister of Spirit- 
walism, and securing Metropolitan Tem- 
ple for a grand New Year opening of 
public meetings, Mrs. J. J. Whitney rea- 
lized when she stood before a handfull of 
people in that great temple that she 
could not “fool all the p.ople all the 
lime," aud that some few people had 
read thc LimWRATOR. It was a com- 
plete frost ibat even her “Divine X 
Rays” eonld not penetrate. 


That itis the privilege of greatness to 
caange its mind cao no longer be doubt- 
ed since the ‘State Board’? has decided 
that it made a mistake when it passed 
those abominably false “Resolutions” at 
the meeting of Dezember ad, and at the 
next meeting January 7th. rescinded the 
whole business, Perhaps Bros. Norton 
and Newman have experienced a 
“change of heart," if so, we forgive 
them, and “May God have mercy on 
their souls.” 


The Board of Directors of the State 
Association at the meeting of the 7th 
inst., passed resolutions rescinding those 
unjust and untrue ones passed at the 
previous meeting. ‘This is a step in the 
direction of reform, and is due to the 
earnest efforts of those who were con- 
scientious and honest and knew that a 
grevious error bad been committed. 
Now, if those same good people wish to 
still farther work for the best interests of 
Spiritualism in this State the next move 
they should make would be to demand 
the resiguation of the two men who are 
the greatest blocks to the wheels of pro- 
gress Spiritualism bas ever kuown in 
California, and elect from their number, 
two of the noble women who have fought 
bravely for right, justice and troth, to fill 
the responsible positions of Presideuy 
and Secretary, When that is done the 
“State Board" will no longer be a 
stench in the nostrils of honest Spiritua- 
tists yat will be jeady for good work and 
co-operation of all except the ‘fakes!’ 
and their friends, 


The LiBeraTor is the only Spirit- 
ualist paper that dares to delve into 
the fraud question and bundle it with- 
out gloves, The thmeserving policy 
methods on which some of our papers 
are rum have no partor parcel in our 
work, Weare init solely to educate 
the people concerning the methods of 
fakes and thus secure them against be- 
ing swindled, and to give them s 
higher conception of Spiritualism than 
that taught by Ignorant mountebanks. 


If any one wishes to get genuine 
slate-writing let them buy their own 
slates and never for ong moment allow 
the medium (7) tc take them. Hold 
them tight and sit until the writing 
comes. You miny have to wait until 
Gabriel blows his horn; but it is the 
only way to get genuine, independent 
writing on slates. Try it. Any person. 
gelting the writing under those condi- 
tiona will be handsomely rewarded, 


“Edward K. Earle," the great slute- 
writer, as he js called, but in reality 
Edward Earle Keeley, has gone to Los 
Angeles, The expowore of his work 
which was published jn the San Fran- 
eisco Geli of October 12, 1897, and the 
recent free advertising he has received 
through the columns of the Liserator 
has not been conducive to success in 
this city. The frost which touched 
the slate-writing humbug is almost ne 
great as that of à Kloudyke winter 
and the suckers do not bite as readily 
as of yore. 


We trust that our readers will be 
pleased with the cbanged form and 
name ofour paper. The form is better. 
for preservation aud binding, and with 
the addition of a cover would mako a 
nice-appearing magazine should it be 
deemed advisable to make it sueh, As 
for the name, read Mr. Garrison's ex- 
planation in another column, 


Mr. A. M. Buck, whose affidavit con- 
cerning the fraudulent “ballot test” 
work of Mrs. Maud Frielag of Los Au- 
geles, was one of the Directors of thé 
Harmonial Spiritualists Association 
about a year ago. He ia an honest, 
conscientious Spiritualist who would 
not charge any medium with fraud 


unless he had positive proof the party 


was guilty. 
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HOPEFUL SIGNS. 


Since the LIBERATOR came out boldly 
and squarely against the traud practiced 
in the name of mediumship aud ‘backed 
up its charges with swom testimony by 
honest, reputable witnesses sufficient to 
convict in any court of justice cach and 
all of the accused the efforts of the local 
frands and their friends have been une 
tiring and {persistent to down the Lis- 
RRATOR and those at its head. We are 
happy to say that their diabolical plans 
have failed utterly. "Though their false- 
hoods were spread lar and wide and 
given seeming sanction by those in au- 
thority they have been forced to retract 
through the pressure of public sentiment 
and the ruling ot the majority were not 
willing to be placed in the odious posi- 
tious of falsifiers by an unprincipled min- 
onty. Having scored a victory at home 
we congratulate vursclyes that the work 
we inaugurated has been equally success- 
ful abroad. The exposures of "lakes" 
arc of almost daily occurrence aad. from 
every section comes reports of the spread 
of the good work. Even the leading 
Spiritualist papers which have not dared 
to openly endorse the work of the Liber- 
ator on account of the bigotry of many 
of their readers are mow wheeling into 
line, and jn a cautius, coser vative man- 
ner doing the same work we are doing 
boldly. The Banner of Light of January 
14th contained an editorial endorsement 
ofa book exposing the tricks of medi- 
ums, ‘This editorial was criticised by a 
correspondent who evidently does not 
believe in letting the Hight shine in the 
dark places. The Daxner editor in the 
issue of the 21st replies to his critic as 
follows: 

“If the exposure of trick methods, if 
warnings against imposters cause Spirit- 
valists to feel ag rieved, one cannot but 
think that their iaith rests upo very 
shady foundation, We believe that 
every Spiritualist should be posted upon 
the counterfeit pheuomena that are olten 
offered in the name of Spiritualism. We 
do tot believe i shutung our eyes to ex- 
isting ills, nor do we feel called upon. to 
swallow without questioning everything 
that is offered in tbe. name of Spiritual- 
ism. Wedo uot believe that our corre- 
spondent wishes to do this eher. If, 
huwever, he wishes to defend fraud and 
chicanery, it bedisapprov«s the exposure 
ot trick methods he ts certainly entitled 
to his opinions, but he must not censure 
those who believe in honest mediumship, 
and earnestly sesk to protect and defend 
the same by eradicating evil. 

When Spiritualists become so narrow 
as to retuse to enlighten themselves upon 
any question of the day they certainly 
will not be safe leaders for the people. 
We respect the honest opinion ol every 
person, even though hs dues not agree 
with us, and it does us no harm to read 
what be has to say even if he does give 
us several sharp thrusts. If we arc 
wrong and he is right we gain by a. frank 


comparison of views, hence our corre- 
spondent will be better able to discern 
genuine phenomena now that he has 
en compelled by the lagic of fact to 
realize that he must guard against the 
counterfeit." fe 

This admission that fraud exists and is 
practised by pretended mediums, and 
that education in the tricksters methods 
is a guarantee against imposition is an 
important statement coming from Harri- 
son D, Barrett, editor of the Banger of 
Light and president of the National Spir- 
itualists Association. It only goes to re- 
newour faith in humanity and strengthen 
us in the ‘belief that the great body of 
Spiritualists are honest but terribly, woe- 
fully deceived. 

Along this same line the editor of the 
Progressive Thinker of Chicago in n rè- 
cent issue declares himself as follows: 

Letters are pouring in upon us from all 
sides, complaining of the fraudulent 
practices of the dii mt tricksters and 
charlatans, who under the cloak of me- 
dirs ip infest our ranks, ft seems im- 
possible to educate Spiritualists to that 

int where they will avoid such rascals 
not patronizing them aud thus cating 
off iheir financial supply they will be 
competed to cease this nefarious 
and try some other method of living. 

But Spiritualists, while fighting this 
element the same as our loca) and na- 
tional governments fight pickpockets, 
thieves, thugs and counterlesters, must 
realize the fact that the same inceativc 
will still exist that attracts them to our 
ranks—the gullibles who pay out their 
money freely, and are not BILL able to 
tell the spurious from the genuine, aud 
who are to be pitied, Mhey rarely read 
a Spiritualist paper 

‘The last words of the above are subject 
to our criticism. The people who do 
read Spiritualist papers are "the gui 
bles” (o the extent that their belief in 
fakes is strengthened by the endorse- 
ment given fraudulent mediums in many 
Spiritualists papers and by reading glow- 
Ing accounts of wonderful seances where 
marvelous manifestations occurred which 
in reality were entirely and ‘solely hum- 
bug. Nota particle of genuine phenom- 
ena about them. We know that it is 
customary for fakes to write up such ar- 
ticles and sign à number of names—some 
genuine dupes—and others fictitious and 
‘send them to the spiritual papers lor 
publication. The editor does not know 
that be is being imposed upon and made 
a tool of to advance the interests of 
frauds by admitting to his columns such. 
trash; and so the article appears and 
thousands of good, honest and otherwise 
intelligent people are led to believe the 
monstrous he tbat spirits return and ap- 
pear in material forms trom behind a 
black curtain in a corner or a darkened 
cabinet, or talk in stentorian tones 
through a trumpet when if they used 
their reason they would know that it was 
far more dificult to speak “through a 


trumpet" than withont one; Some edi- 
tors insert advertisements of well-known 
frauds because they pay for them; and 
the poor, weak editor needs the money 
to run his paper. There is not a Spirit- 
walist paper published that is free from 
some such advertisements. The editor 
may belicve his columns are clean; but 
those*'initiated" know better, and can 
run the black pencil across many faire 
sounding, cleverly-worded fake cards in 
every such publication, Altogether we 
feel that there are hopeful signs for the 
future of Spiritualism, and that the people 
will awake to the true situation and de- 
clare themselves for honest mediumship, 
notwithstanding, as a correspondent 
writes, “people as a whole don't fee! 
flattered at being told and shown that 
they have been fooled." 


“Mene, Mene, Tekel Up- 


harsin." 


If the Angel who wrote the above pro- 
phetic words upon the wall of Belsharz- 
zars Palace could have attended the 
of the Board of Directors of 
State Spiritualisis Associa+ 
uon on the 3d of December, when a 
question of grave import was to be de- 
cided, aud witnessed the spirit of malice 
and injustice whieh governed their de. 
liberations he would indeed have written 
upon the wall of that Council Chamber 
“thou hast been weighed in the balance 
and art found wanting.” They were 
deed “found wanting" in all the essen- 
tial elements that go to make up honest, 
truth-loving people; and especially 
“wanting” in all that characterizes spir- 
itual spiritualists. Any body of people 
who deliberately and maliciously pass 
libelous resolutions with the sole intent 
to injure others, cau lay no claim to 
spirituality, or the name spiritualist, 


The affidavit of Mr. A. M. Buck, of 
Los Angeles, concerning Mrs. Maud L, 
Von Freitag’s ballot tests only corrobor- 
ates the testimony of others heretofore 
presented in the LIBERATOR of the 
methods of that wonderful Y} medium, 
When Mrs. Freitag first appeared in this 
city under the auspices of the State As- 
sociation several of our San Francisco 
mediums denounced her as a fraud, but 
the old cry of “jealousy and spite" was 
all the thanks they recelved for their 
efforts to undeceive the people. At that 
time the writer believed in the genuine- 
ness of the medium and was disgusted 
at the cry fraud raised against her. Then 
we were not in the ring, and was not 
posted in the “ways that are dark, and 
tricks that are vain." 


THE. LIBERATOR 


TRICKS OF MEDIUMS IN A 
NUTSHELL. 


Korrox. Line avou se] bave just. re- 
viewed the boolilet by Bibop Garrison 
and Mew. |. Schlesinger ensiiked “Iestr 
thors in the So-Called Physical l'hesom- 
«na of Modern Soiritcolives.” dt pros 
ceeds at once with the matter in thosg»t 
and gives an expowr of many of the 
tricks of mediums whe xo about. gullieg 
the people, I have ae experiee of 
twomy'five veas among mrdiaus, aot 
a»acwedium foe I never saw k in that 
Night, bet have made somony discoveries 
of fraud that | am free to denounce every 
atteept to do the marvels of mediums as 
pet ther announcement, 

The book under review is a faithful ex- 
pose of the things there given. ft ie very 
poinied, but wo sample in lasgwogo that a 
child can uoderstacd £, There are given 
seventeen noethexis of slave writing, «uy 
one sé which cost more to learn by the 
experts who teach cealiy and by jeter 
than the price of the whole expose. It 
gives cwo spkodki tablet teste, and as 
many spiri type writing methode It 
telis how spik phoww are peuduced. 
Spirit pictercs, over which mere i such 
aeram, nre Teveaked as to proces of 
making. Maerialization and othesialias- 
tions are shown fc be emy 10 produce. 
Dark srances are made posible to exea 
an amatess, Rope tying aod trappings 
are made casy. 

The book consis of only seventeen 
pages, and is tbcrcfore convenieot to 
carry & the coat pocket without being 
sen Itcan be readily ieferred to aad 
spon commited. Wah the knowledge 
pesoni of crdimary imediigence can 
clearly scc thewugh other tricks not ere- 
we named. If the authors had offered 
their tricks at 25 cents cach their income 
would be above $5 per student, bat now 
they ofer seventeen pagos of malter €x- 
posing many tricky mow practiced by the 
best of modems for so. cents. Tere is 
one method of slatewrhing in is whh 
which I was not acyuaieied, which is 
worth more thas asked for the whole. 

The writer hopes that ther paper 
“The Liberator,” wid find its way inte 
thousands of bommes aril then expose 
will open the eyes of deped followers of 
ragdoll retigicn palmed off for psychic 
phencawns Sincerely 

Dr. Henry J. Becker. 

Dayton, Ohio, December 7, 1599. 
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SENT FREE to avery yearly Subseriber. (oiha LIBERATOR, 


INSTRUCTIONS 


IN THE SO-CALLED 


PHYSICAL PHENOMENA 


oœ MODERN SPIRITUALISM. 
PREFACE 


It is the object of thie work to educate and endghien ite pubiic in genrraly 
and Spiritwalists in goriceiar, in regard to the methods o. à horde o! swindbers 
Dy pretending that thuy are medium throogh whose 

are enabled to produce | manifest. 


teogibie, makenal. forms capable uf 


"c esmest 
dence 1o do l. advance ibo cause of trath, right amd. jostkce, that inspired 
dea ss Care atsincd ou venie ems 
The Carrier Dove wid Pacibe Pirital M thin little book will serve 
to reemove the scales any eyes now bladed by the horrible 
fraedeleot petendens M pen the most sacred feelings ef the human beort 
in the name of the below worker Mr. i 
dou will be fully rewarded, 

JULIA SCHLERINGKR. 


MEDIUMS Mrs, Katie Heussm 
Test Medium, Shuags Daily. 
Mrs. Hendee-Rogers SU EESUE ar) M 
she 7th. Son Francisco. 


Electro- ic Hosler, Paychometrist, 
"Tel pee Mexliim. Rings Test Meetings Sunday Bvewings 


Dally. M Tuesdays & Fridays. | —<— << ————— 
Office Hours : : 104 X.t09 T. M. 

Mot MARKET ST. Mis, Martin Brown 
Parler. San Faarcice.| Tost Medium. Sittings Daily, Circles, 
‘Tucotay und Friday Evenings 
GROVE KT. Son Francisco 


A momhiy magazine of workhwitk ro- 
| pate, now fn lis seventh year of publica- 
[iion Devoted to Phrenolog: ^ irain, 
Pliysiogwoety, Medical and ) Re 
form. Earnest in its advocacy of heran 


ee thought. 
Autex Happocn, Editor and 
CE n Ascocte Diet. 


1 E. x Subscription price only go cents a year. 
x L F. T. Bible Spiritual Seciety lemper be sent frer to reader 
meets at gop Market Sireet every | of * Health™ who request sach favor ond 

Sunday M 11 A. M; 2 and S r, 9; and at | emcioss stamp for postage, Additis, 

335 McABivter Street, Torsday at $ r. x. “Human Nature.” 1090 Market St. 

Dx. C. H. RSTS, Pres. . Fraaciico, Cal. 
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~ man you should be at your age? Do you 
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ARE YOU WEAK? 
STUDY YOURSELF. . 


Do vou realize that you are not the 


find your strength failing you, exposing 
the great drain that has been ping I 
thevery lifo and ambition ovt of you? 
Does this knowledge mar your tfe? 
Then it ig time for you to look seriously 
to yourhealth. Youneed sucharemedy — | 
as Dr. Pieace' Electric Belt, from | 
yhich you can absorb new strength and 
vitality. Itis a grand remedy for any 
one who is weak from whatever causo, 
Read what it did for this happy man: 


Feels like a hoy of 15. 


BERDELL STATION, Sonoma Co., Cal. 
DR. PIERCE & SON. 

I cannot refrain from saying that I consider your ' Galva Ic Chain Belt” to 
be one of the greatest invetions on earth, for it has given me such life and vigor 
that I feel as young and spry ata boy of fifteen years of age Without your 
Belt I felt weak and without energy; but wite your Belt and Suspensory on I 
am one of the most nctive, vigorous and happy men you will be able to meet 
anywhere. Your Belt iscertainly a wonderlul invention, and ifothers only 
knew as much aboutit as | do, no man or woman in the State of Catifornia 
would be without it for a single day. f ^ 

Publlish this letter or show it to any one who wishes information regarding 
VICINO Belt. is 

‘ours Faithfi WM. H. SAWYER. 
DON’T BE A WREAK MAN. 

Itisgrand_to feel strony, humiliating to feel week. I| you are weak Dr. 
Pierce's Electric Belt will cure you. It will make vou strong; It will steady 
your nerves and check all waste power. Itis a grand cure for all weak: 
whatever the cause, ‘If you are troubled with weakness in any way call m 
examine this wonderful Belt. Test the powerful current it gives, and see how 
easly regulated it is. Don't be ignorant of a remedy whrch ay correct all 

past mistakes and assure your future happiness, Don't delay; act now, 
Det dur "Book No. 2" Ittella the cause of varly decay in young and middle 
aged men, Itshows how electricty, properly applied, will restore this power, 
and gives the proof, It is free on RU Eon, A call preferred, Office hours 
irum 9 A Mtoz P M, On SUNDAY from 2 to 3 P M only, 


PIERCE ELECTRIC COMPANY, 


620 MARKET ST. “* Palace Hotel, San Francleco 


ke Dr Pierce's Belts are NOT for sale in Drug Stores 
M Ruptured send also for ‘Pamphlet No 1” 


5. F. and N, P, R. R.) 


Dr. W. M. Forster, M. D. 
1059 Market Street 


San Francisco California 


Special Attention given to Diseases 
of the Nervous System, the Liver, 


and Kidneys 
". Consultation, by Letter, Free 
— Inclose Postage Stamp for Reply 
» Correspondence Invited 


My Experience in Spiritua- 
lism. 

This pamphlet portrays the ex- 
perience of Mr. Garrison fiom the 
time he first began investigating spirit- 
ualism, and how step by step he was 
led to accept and believe it—the 
revelation of the medium by whom he 
was deceived—his own work as a 
medium and the names of many who 
were confederates and coworkers with 
him in the production of fraudulent 
phenomena. People who desire to 
know the truth, and avoid being hum 
bugged, should read Mr. Garrison's 
perience; and all true, honest spiri: 
iss who wish to rid the cause of the 
frauds and imposters should join heart 
and hand in the noble effort to place 
the truth before the world, and cease 
covering crror with the sanct on of law 
jn the name of religion. Price by mail 
ten cents per copy, Five dollars per 
hundred. Address 

Bishop S. Garrison 
584 Page St., San Francisco. 


In the Weonm Mace. 

A characteristic story of General Scott 
is told in connection with the sword 
presented to him by the state of Louis. 
jana citoogh—che -/ at tho 
close of the Mexican war. 

He was accosted ong day by aman 
who said: ‘General Scott, I had tha 
honor of doing most of tho work on tha 
sword presonted to you by tho stato of 
Louisiana, Isbould like to ask if it 
was just as you would bave cbosen.** 

"Ets very five sword, sir, a very 
sword indeed,” eaid the general. 
“Tam proud to have it. There fa oaly 
one thing I should have preferred differ- 
ant. The inserlption should have boen 
on the blade, sir. The scabbard may bo 
taken from us, bat the sword, vever 

The sword cost about 8300, tbe prin- 
cipal expence being iu the ecabbard, 
which was richly chased and ornament- 
ed. —Exehange 


Hix Style of Riding. 

Gambrel—Ob, I've seen. worse riders 
than you, but why do you jump up and 
let in daylight between yoorself and 
the horse at every step? 

Snafie—That's all you know about 
it I don’t rise from the horse. Ho 
drops down from me. 1 keep right in 
the came position all the time.— Boston 
Transcript. 
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D. L Srenu, M.D: A. MeYaves, D. D. S | Telephone Geary 1091) 
MRS. BAUER | “TE GHD [DR N. Barve 
Pork and Delicacy Store DENTIST - .— DENTIST... 
505 Haight St. | reso Market street f oer ARES TA E c 
Met Steiner and Fillaore, — & F, Mery aiding, Rooms 2/4 | tow: Discovery. for sd "Trani 
Ofice Hom ga tog reo i Pg ane ig Ee 


Mrs. Eggert-Aitken l'elephone Steiner 3352 i ___ t0 10 ^ m. and TH 


Clairvoyant, Test Mediam and Heard. H. EICHLER & CQ. Veme Branch Bey an Beyani ta 


lonely 
J. A. WOOD, Prop. 
Sie uM" Plumbers, Electricians and Loctnitis) meno Cakes Charlotte Russe, 
RODENTIA Shop, 525 Haight St. Wanvine Canes à Srectacry. Onlets taken and 
120 McAllister St. - S. F. | Al) orders promptly attended to wempdy attended wa 
Tact sais ———— == |523 Haight St. el Pine 355% 


HAMMAM 


No. 13 Grant Avenue 
Finest 


Turkish, Russian and Electric Baths 


| Also, all kinds of medical baths, * 
Thoroughly Renovated, ands 
ately Equipped, Open 
for both Lawes and Gen 
Tickets 81.00; Siw 
Parties visiting the city 
baggage at the office, tram iis husks 


ness, take a bath, and remainh: S night, 
without extra charye. 

An experienced Surgeon Chiropodist 
constantly in attendance, 


TELSPHONF-— N—M 


I 


pes | 
Mrs. On 
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Le EE. 


Children's Photos a Specialty 
dn uezog e $ wos sjeuiqe? 


226 LARKIN STREET 


Deuter £n 


J. HOLLER ‘rime Quality American Meats 
497 Haight St. 
THE PoruLAR PHOTOGRAPHER Near Fillmore, San Y Francise ©. 


FRESH FISH EVERY FRIDAY. 
Goods Delivered promptly to all parts 
No. 8 Sixth Street of the City Free of Charge. 

| Telephone Pine 3: 
[4 


First Gallery Below Market 5t. San Francisco, Cal. 


John Nowlan ~ 


